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a house in the (other) country

Sharon and David Stratford have such a passion for France, they bought a
house there this year. They've set up a website to share the love.

What are your day jobs? Sharon Is a
manager with WorkCover Queensland and
David runs his own franchise business.
Why France? We both answer with 'je ne sais
pas’ (| don't know)! It's many things combined:
architecture, culture, the countryside, the
language, the romance... the list goes on.
Right from our first trip 10 years ago, we knew
there was something special about the place.
More than half our photos from that time
contain shots of France, despite us spending
less than a quarter of our round-the-world trip
there.

Do either of you speak French and, if

s0, how did you learn? If not, how do you
cope? David speaks French reasonably well.
He learnt at school but since then has had
lessons at Aliance Francaise and now, with

a few friends, has a private tutor. Sharon has
never leamnt Franch but has picked up enough
from our trips to get by.

What prompted you to buy property
thera? A few years ago we saw 16th Gentury
houses, 10 minutes from the beach, for
$25,000. We could've bought one on our
credit cardl We were very tempted but didn't
know the French foreign property ownership
restrictions (now we know they're non-

existent) and were trying to sell a property

in Brisbane at the time. A few years later,
Sharan read a Mary Moody book In which
(besides having affairs), she buys a property

in the south of France with little difficulty, We
chacked on the internet and those houses

we saw for $25,000 were now $75,000. It
prompted us to buy before the prices rose any
further.

Tell me about your house. Probably built
in the aary-to-mid 1800s, it's a three level
townhouse in a beautiful “three flower” village
(the flower system |s used to rate the
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prettiness of villages in Franca), The bottom

fioor ks the Ihving anea, on the middle floor is a
large bedroom. and the top floor has an attic
which come s into anothar lange badroom.

It's standard size jor villige houses - ot
huge bul big ancugh for a farmily holiday for a
tew winalks or month @ year, From our lerace
we can look up our cobblestone street 1o a8
12th century stone church and beyond 1o the
ruing of a medieval castie,

We love the charmcter of the house but
mainly s kocafion, amund the comer from
Dboulangenies, cafes and weakly markets in the
1own square. The part of town it's in looks o
he countrysida, but the lower village has an
indoor ewimming pool and cinema. I1's an hour
rom the seaside.

The purchase price was a itle mare than
similar houses in the villags, but ours has
central heating, ks fully nsulated, has two
bathmoms and doos ROt mauens anmy work
ather than a kttle prathying up.

We only purchased recently but we know
I local pirzn restburin! ownar rom peoevious
frips. He'd never met anyone from Australia
bafore, ha 80 treats us ke VIPs. We're yot
1o meet the local mayor but this will be an
Impartant visit. W need 1o mako # 65 part of
being accepted by the kocals.

‘What are the advantages of buying
property there? Basidas the fact if fufls many
pecgie’s deams, property in France is stil

redatively cheap in smaller vikages - particularly
in certain regions - despite property prices
riging, We expect prices to continu rising,
mepecally with tha Rugby Word Cup in France
et

French fimancial institutions will lend
foreigners 100 percent of the purchasa price
at three-and-a-half percant, fixad for 15 years.
This means you only need to ment your place
for five weakcs @ year to repay the infanest.

During the summer, houses in good wvilages
sagiy rent for the whois season and long-term
rantal laases in France can run for many years,
not six to 12 month penods fike har. As such,
rental fetums are in the order of five 1o 10
percont and most propanies can be run cash
positive.

What are the pitfalls? The purchase
PIOGESS i low risk, as it's handied by
‘government-employed notaries paid by the
existing owner, but the contract period i= long
and irvolved. Three months is stendand and
Ihore &0 at least three legal docurnonts 1o Sign
along on fhe way

Contracts ane reasonably eagy to get out
ol on both sides 50 it 't untl the fingd
document is signed that you can ba confident
e property will be yours.

Language can also be a barmer throughout
Somatimes family issues aise as French
inhesitance laws don't allow property to be lsft
1o anly one farmity mermber.

Any advice for someone considering it?

Go for it — il your dream. i's cheaper
thain you think to own your awn plece of

the most visited country in the workd, and it
could be a good imestmant,

How did the French Desire website
«come about? It's main purpose s fo share
our love of all things Franch with cthers,
Sinca fts launch on Bastlle Day, we've beean
inundated with people who have @ simiar
desn, Our information night (September 12)
wil be an opportunity 1o meet oihers who love
France.

Think you'll move to France

We love France but we aioo love Bristans and
Ausirala. Our idgal is to spend a few monihs
Every year in our housa (or, hopefully, our many
houses in the futurs) in Franca

Stylus Terrace Apartments in Kelvin Grove




